Multiple pulmonary nodules and unexplained fever: when the pulmonologist fails.
We describe herein a difficult case of persistent and refractory fever, associated with multiple lung nodules, progressive respiratory failure and general deterioration. Our patient was carefully investigated for the possible causes of his symptoms, using current and advanced diagnostic procedures, either serological or by imaging. The confirmatory diagnosis of anaplastic T-cell lymphoma, was obtained only after an invasive procedure (with severe pneumothorax), although it was too late. This suggests that also very rare diseases should be considered in the presence of unexplained signs/symptoms, and that in such cases, aggressive diagnostic procedures should be applied as early as possible.